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On October 28, 2011 the North Carolina School
for the Deaf offered it’s first open workshop of the
year, openings it's doors to educational, community ¥
and freelance interpreters to attend an all day
workshop. The topic, “The Classifier Zone: Cross into a
New Dimension with Classifiers.” Response to the §
workshop was overwhelming from the day it was
announced. When the notification of this workshop :
was posted, response was immediate! Mr. Sam Parker was our presenter. People from all over the state were
asking to attend. After some discussion, there was no limit set on the number of attendees seeking to attend the
workshop that would be offered in the auditorium of Main Building. On October 28, 2011 we had 106 interpreters
from across the state of North Carolina show up to attend this classifiers workshop! To date, this was the largest
turn out of interpreters NCSD has had in attendance when offering training!

Mr. Sam Parker a child of deaf parents, holds CSC certification from the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf
and has worked as a community interpreter across the nation for more than 30 years. Currently, Sam is an Associate
Clinical Professor at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG) as the coordinator of the 4 year
Interpreter Preparation program. As an instructor, Sam holds ASLTA certification and has taught numerous courses
in ASL/interpreting. In 2009, Sam was honored to receive the Teaching Excellence Award from the School of
Education at UNCG. He has presented nationally for the past fifteen years teaching workshops on Grammar,

; Classifiers, Ethics, Theatrical Interpreting, and Voice training utilizing the
Linklater Technique. Sam’s passion is acting and theatre and he has studied
theatre and acting for the past 25 years. He has a Masters of Fine Arts
degree from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro in acting with
an emphasis on voice. His studies in acting have availed him the opportunity
to travel to numerous cities; he has also studied acting at the Royal National
Theatre in London. Sam’s passion for theatre and performing has lead to his
one man show entitled “An Interpreters Life...” which he has performed for
deaf and hearing audiences.

« Distance Mentoring Provided and Complete &

NCSD and Bill Ross has started this fall with the Distance Learning Initiative: Mentoring Program which is
an educational partnership between Guilford County Schools (GCS), and the North Carolina School for the Deaf.
The first training this year was a face-to-face meeting August 23, 2011 in the Staff Development room on our
campus. Since that initial meeting GCS and the CASS department met on 2 separate occasions via the Distance
Learning Room. In October, five interpreters (the selected mentors) from Guilford County attended a workshop
on campus in the morning receiving hands on practice for more intensive training to teach them how to become
trainers themselves while the rest of the interpreters were involved in a similar training through NCSD’s Distance
Learning Room. In the beginning of November, Bill went to Guilford County Schools to provide the final two days
of training and complete Distance Mentoring training.




It is with great sadness
that we in the CASS
department announce
that the CASS Director
Bill Ross will be leaving
December 23, 2011. He
has worked diligently to
promote a variety of
workshops, trainings
and in-services for
interpreters and other
agencies in
North Carolina.

He spent a lot of energy
building community
relations; he paid
special attention to
educational interpreters
throughout the state.
We wish him well at his
new job as an
Associate Professor in
Minneapolis, Minnesota
-P. Sanders

Information Sharing for the Greater Good

In October Mr. Ross provided training to public safety officials. Some of
the attendees were Morganton’s district attorney, Department of Social Services
Case Managers, police officers, mental health providers and several additional
service providers. These stake holders learned valuable information about
American Sign Language, the culture of the Deaf and the role/responsibilities of
the interpreter and how those complexities can influence the forensic interview
process of children/teens who are deaf. The outcomes of the meeting was very
positive in that the group of legal service providers would like to see a Deaf
individual trained as a forensic interviewer. Overall they were very pleased and
requests from sister agencies and other counties have asked to receive the same
training. It is so exciting to build greater bridges into our community and

supporting the Deaf students within our community.

*»*Sign Language Proficiency at NCSD <

The CASS department has begun the

development and implementation of the —p .
campus-wide Sign Language Proficiency Plan. MLLE Eﬁlw—
The LinguaFolio (LF) was selected as the tool e
to be utilized to accomplish this task. Each department will provide their staff with
self-assessments; upon completion all forms will then be submitted to the CASS
department.

The next phase will be to train interviewers and begin the interview process to
gather information to support individual self assessments. Each individual needs to
provide “evidence” of their skill in sign, this will be done through the interview
process. The CASS department will recruit “scholars” to be group/class instructors
and begin language instruction (we will utilize the Scholar-Apprentice program).

Each staff person is expected to reach a specified level of proficiency
according to the amount of student contact they have.

Ashleigh Lassiter has moved from a full time interpreter at NCSD to a part
time interpreter; she is only available for 20 hours a week.

5 What We Are Doing &

e The CASS department in conjunction with Western Piedmont Community College
(continuing education) facilitated a low cost six-week American Sign Language
class for the public offered on the NCSD campus.

e The CASS department is also providing weekly sign language classes to La Salsas,
a local restaurant, that gives our Occupational Course of Study (OCS) students an
opportunity to earn valuable job related experience.

e We have also collaborated with a retired instructor, Terri Crump, to offer for the
first time, a six-week self-improvement English class for Deaf staff.

e Sign Language classes will be provided by Ashleigh Lassiter to some first and third
shift staff-kudos to Ashleigh for coming to see our third shift folks.
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